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"We are guided by principles as by railroad tracks.
Thanks to them, we may advance without looking," wrote
Leo Ferrero. They guide us like tracks because they, "too,
are rigid and straight. But the earth's crust on which the
tracks are laid and human existence to which principles
are applied, are both uneven. That is why it is so difficult
to construct a railroad, even on a plain, and to govern
human society by means of principles.
The problem raised by Berne was so serious that the
Austrian and Prussian delegates, Wessenberg and Hum-
boldt, had come to the November 14 meeting with written
opinions in order to justify their votes. Wessenberg's state-
ment declared that the intervening powers had pledged
themselves to uphold the political existence of the nine-
teen cantons; therefore, they could not "support the can-
ton of Berne in her claims on Vaud and Argovie." He
suggested offering Berne "a part of the bishopric of Bile,
which the intervening powers may dispose of as a con-
quest," The Prussian delegate had drafted a longer note
which went into the matter more thoroughly and was
based on the principle formulated below; it was necessary
,.. only to propose a settlement acceptable to all the parties
which would establish a state of possession in Switzerland
based on mutual consent, rather than on actual or rightful
possession, which is contested. This is all the more necessary
since the position of the four allied powers would make it
equally difficult and painful for them to force acceptance of
their decision.
Applying this principle, Humboldt concluded that it
was impossible to retrocede Argovie to Berne, and that
it was necessary to offer Berne a part of Bile, "carefully
abstaining from using the term indemnity." After these
two notes had been presented, it was decided that Russia
and England would also give their written opinions at
the next meeting on the morrow, and also that the Swiss